courses
2750 Notaiah Road, Estes Park, CO 80517, phone: (970) 586-0600, fax: (970) 586-4805
www.eaglerockschool.org
an initiative of the American Honda education corporation

Eagle Rock School

and Professional Development Center

2750 Notaiah Road
Estes Park, CO 80517
(970)586-0600

k

Class Descriptions

ER 55 FALL 2011 Trimester

Hamlet: Fourplay

ER 55
A • 10 Weeks
Sage
Robert Burkhardt
Holly Takashima
In this class we will read, discuss, analyze, understand, write about, rewrite & perform Shakespeare’s “Hamlet.” We will also
examine the historical, social, & political times in which Shakespeare wrote. Our primary lens will be “Effective Communication.”
Instructor(s):

Power Standard Course: Yes Effective Communication
Distribution Requirement: Effective Communication
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: English

College Prep Math

ER 55
A • 10 Weeks
Shooting Star
Karen Ikegami
Chris Anderson
Are you ready to sit in a college math class? Are you missing the math courses you need to apply for college? This course is
designed for people who are going to be taking math in college, but need an extra boost. We will mix hands-on experiences with
traditional math classes in order to prepare you for classes after Eagle Rock. You will learn how to be self-sufficient with a textbook,
visit a college math class, learn valuable study skills and get the chance to study a math subject of your choice. This course is
designed for students who feel comfortable with math, but need a little extra prep before heading off to college.
Instructor(s):

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Expanding Knowledge Base
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines:
The traditional discipline credit will be determined on the subject each student chooses to study.

Art for the Non-Artist
ER 55
A • 10 Weeks
Chroma and
Instructor(s):
Cindy Elkins
Emily Colin
Do you have a desire to make something awesome but don't have the technical skills to work with glass, clay or other arts mediums?
This class is about experimenting with a variety of art processes and expanding your understanding of your creative self. Learn how
to batik, (painting with wax and fabric dyes), work with clay, make a stained glass piece, and a mixed media sculpture. Explore art
techniques in this Power Standard class. Learn about the cultural and historical aspects of these processes and develop a portfolio
of work that effectively communicates and reflects aspects about who you are as a creative being.

Power Standard Course: Yes Effective Communication
Distribution Requirement: Effective Communication
Required Experience(s): None

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Visual Art History: World
Written and final art pieces will reflect and communicate specific aspects associated to the individual creator of the work.
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Immigration

ER 55
A • 10 Weeks
Yarrow
Berta Guillen
Lan Dihn
The story of migration is one of identity and belonging. In this course we will first investigate the lives different groups of migrants to
the U.S. and how their arrival, by force or by choice, is accepted. Then, we will look more deeply at our own story of movement by
creating an Oral History. By comparing and contrasting historical facts and personal narratives, we will discover threads in our
histories. We will analyze and find historical patterns and new developments in the current debate on immigration. Finally, we will
inform other young people about immigration by holding a public forum and discussion.
Instructor(s):

Power Standard Course: Yes Engaged Global Citizen
Distribution Requirement: Engaged Global Citizen
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Government/Civics History: US

Sports Injuries

ER 55
A • 10 Weeks
HPC
Kirstin Sizemore
Grace Deputy
Sports and activity are abundant around Eagle Rock – and they continue to take a toll on our bodies. This class will give you the
opportunity to learn more about sports injuries, how they occur, and what YOU can do about them. We will visit with professionals in
the field, you will have a patient case study to complete with someone on campus, and you will become an ‘athletic therapy intern’
during intramurals. We will learn about the basic anatomy of the human body, taping techniques to maximize performance, the
overall care and rehabilitation of sports injuries, and we will also examine the use of aquatics facilities in athletic therapy. You will be
in the pool at times for this class. This will be an intensive class that will also result in certification from the American Red Cross in
First Aid and CPR.
Instructor(s):

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Creating Healthy Life Choices
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Physical Education Science: Biology

Short Films

ER 55
B • 10 Weeks
Kinnikinnik
Dave Manzella
Holly Takashima
Have you ever wanted to write, shoot, and edit your own short film? Here is your chance! During this 10-week course you will write a
script, shoot footage, and edit using iMovie based on a chosen theme. Ten weeks may seem like a long time, but it is not, so
students should be prepared to work hard, think on their feet, and take the necessary steps to finish their films by the end of the
trimester. We will also watch and analyze award-winning shorts to understand the craft. This course will culminate with a Short Film
Festival for the Eagle Rock community. Student films may also be selected to submit to local, regional, or national festivals.
Instructor(s):

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Effective Communication
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: English Visual Art
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Spanish Language and Culture
ER 55
B • 10 Weeks
Cinquefoil
Instructor(s):
Jonna Book
Tyler Bevington
Immerse yourself in the Spanish language while connecting with the people, places and cultures. Build and deepen your language
communication skills through conversations, speaking, reading, writing, listening and a variety of activities. Dive into the similarities
and differences within Spanish-speaking cultures through film, literature, cuisine, interviews, possibly guest speakers, and more. Get
ready to expand your knowledge of the Spanish language, while exploring many exciting cultures.

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Effective Communication
Required Experience(s):
Traditional Disciplines:

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

World Language: Spanish

Fight Your Math Phobia
ER 55
B • 10 Weeks
Instructor(s):
Karen Ikegami
Chris Anderson
Does the thought of having to do math make your palms sweaty and your heart race? Get over your fear of math AND prepare for
the SAT! This class will help you understand your own math abilities and get over mental blocks that keep you from performing your
best. We will focus on the basics of algebra, geometry, and probability. This is a great introduction to math here at Eagle Rock. This
is a basic math class and should not be taken by those who feel comfortable with math.

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Expanding Knowledge Base
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Math: Algebra Math: Geometry Math: Statistics

Be A Leader!

ER 55
B • 10 Weeks
Anemone
Jon Anderson
Jesse Beightol
This class is for students who are involved in an existing leadership (KP leader, house leader, RJ facilitator, intramural captain, etc.)
role at Eagle Rock School and who also want to be more effective leaders. This power standard class will help you understand the
psychology of change and how to influence others to get them to do what YOU want them to do. We will spend time examining such
things as group dynamics, what motivates people, establishing group norms, and what constitutes a equitable and just community.
Using your existing leadership role you will then identify a change you want to make and make it!
Instructor(s):

Power Standard Course: Yes Leadership For Justice
Distribution Requirement: Leadership For Justice
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines:
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B • 10 Weeks

Schoolhouse

Isaac Leslie

The Blues is the backbone of American popular music - jazz, rock, R&B, and hip-hop. In this class, you will learn how to improvise
and play the blues. You may choose to play electric bass, drums, piano, guitar, trumpet, trombone, flute, clarinet, sax, violin, or
voice. Most of this class will be devoted to developing music reading, theory, and ear training skills using Berklee’s PULSE online
music method. You will improvise and perform in a blues band for an audience.

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Effective Communication
Required Experience(s): None

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Music History: US

Brain Research

ER 55
C • 10 Weeks
Kinnikinnik
Janet Johnson
Brandon Knight
Beth Ellis
Brandon
Knight
Discover your inner
neurobiologist
and earn your Expanding Knowledge Base Power Standard. This edition of the Multigenre
Research Project will be centered around the science of the brain. All topics will be directly related to the function of the brain,
address multiple perspectives of your topic, and will include some type of science writing. In addition, we are going digital with an
online research binder!
Instructor(s):

Power Standard Course: Yes Expanding Knowledge Base
Distribution Requirement: Expanding Knowledge Base
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 2

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: English Science: Biology

Gateway to the Trades
ER 55
C • 10 Weeks
Redwood
Instructor(s):
John Guffey
Stephani Baker
This class offers a perfect fit for students wanting to enter the Building Trades / Construction Industry as well as those who wish to
improve their job readiness. Through partnership with the local Historic Stanley Hotel you will work with instructional professionals in
their respective fields. For example, you'll get electrician training taught by practicing electricians and HVAC training led by industry
leaders familiar with all of the latest technology. This course prepares students for entry-level employment positions in the Building
and Construction Trades Industry. You'll develop skills in craftsmanship, math and problem solving, layout, measurement, care and
use of tools, cooperation, and time management, while meeting real needs in the community. Working with professionals, you'll gain
leadership experience through real-world service and civic engagement at the local level. In this internship class, students will learn
how to bring change, organize and manage projects, and handle everyday issues critical to success in life.
Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Engaged Global Citizen
Required Experience(s): Service Project and Reflection

Credit(s): 2
Public Service Presentation

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Math: Algebra Economics Government/Civics English
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From Under the Rock
ER 55
D • 10 Weeks
kinnikinnik
Instructor(s):
Dave Manzella
Holly Takashima
Through this course, we will look at multiple forms of journalism including print and radio. During the first five weeks, we will focus on
producing a print publication that captures the essence of Eagle Rock. You will write, revise, and lay out your own articles and as a
class we will publish a on-line (or print) magazine. During the second five weeks, we will explore the world of radio journalism and
story telling. Students will produce their own radio spots to tell the stories of our community and its members.

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Effective Communication
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 2

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: English

Science of Swimming
ER 55
D • 10 Weeks
HPC
Instructor(s):
Kirstin Sizemore
Grace Deputy
Want to work out your entire body? Want to exercise with out putting impact on your bones? Want to work on your ability to be
coached? Want to work more effectively in groups? Want to know how to maximize nutrition, rest, and exercise to become super
fit? Always been curious about how the body works? Want to read and write about resilience & intensity? Want to avoid chronic
diseases like diabetes, heart disease & cancer in your future? This class is for YOU! We will do swimming work outs daily and work
on understanding what makes the human body thrive. We will use Total Immersion Swimming Techniques workouts everyday. The
workouts are all adjusted to your individual ability so ANYONE can take this class. You will learn basic swimming techniques, , and
cardio like never before. If you want to PUSH yourself join us in the HPC!

Power Standard Course: Yes Creating Healthy Life Choices
Distribution Requirement: Creating Healthy Life Choices
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 2

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Physical Education Science: Biology

Comparative Cultures
ER 55
D • 1st 5 Weeks
Cinquefoil
Instructor(s):
Jonna Book
Tyler Bevington
What is the meaning of identity? How does our culture, upbringing, and surroundings shape and influence who we are? What are
similarities and differences between our own culture and that of our family? What does this do to our own and to others’ perception
of us? Through discussion and the reading of Persepolis or The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, this course will dissect
the topics of culture and identity. You will examine your own culture in comparison to that of people from other backgrounds and how
your Eagle Rock experience ties into your identity.

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Engaged Global Citizen
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: English History: World Geography
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Riverwatch

ER 55
D • 1st 5 Weeks
Anemone
Jon Anderson
Brandon Knight
Janet Johnson
Brandon
Do you know what
makes Knight
a river healthy? Are you interested in learning how to fly-fish? In this class we will explore rivers and their
health while engaging in the art of fly-fishing. We will collect water samples of the Big Thompson River, and then analyze their health
through water quality testing back at Eagle Rock. Our data will then be used by both the Division of Wildlife and the Big Thompson
Watershed Forum to develop and maintain water quality standards. In addition to collecting and sampling water, we will also collect
and identify macroinvertebrates (bugs that live in the water) and dissect a trout. We will also discuss the role of citizen-science as a
form of service. Students interested in this class are expected to be prepared for: being outside 2-3 days a week (for fly fishing and
river water collection), hiking into remote areas of Rocky Mountain National Park to fish, and potentially starting class 1-2 days a
week early.
Instructor(s):

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Creating Healthy Life Choices
Required Experience(s): Service Project and Reflection

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Science: Earth Physical Education

Sociology of Violence
ER 55
D • 1st 5 Weeks
Instructor(s):
Berta Guillen
Lan Dihn
Violence occurs on a daily basis in the public eye and behind closed doors. Our primary focus in this class will be youth violence and
gang culture. Through a sociological perspective, we will ask ourselves these essential questions: Is our society to blame for
violence? How do we contribute to it? Can we do anything about it? We will read and analyze the memoir of the founder of the
Harlem Children’s Zone, Jeffrey Canada. Most importantly, we will attempt to empower ourselves by challenging our views on
violence so that we may be agents for change in our lives and in our community.

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Expanding Knowledge Base
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Government/Civics
Sociology can provide a lens through which to see social interactions and problems on campus and beyond. With this new perspective, students can
analyze the world in a new way.

Digital Music Composition For Film
Instructor(s):
Isaac Leslie

ER 55

D • 1st 5 Weeks

Kinnikinnik

In this class you will use Logic and iMovie to compose new music for film segments of your choice. You will learn how to mix,
record, and produce your own music in the studio. You may earn the Effective Communication power standard by composing music
that effectively conveys your interpretation of the film and by presenting your project to an audience.

Power Standard Course: Yes Effective Communication
Distribution Requirement: Effective Communication
Required Experience(s): None

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Music
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Portuguese

ER 55
D • 2nd 5 Weeks
Cinquefoil
Jonna Book
Tyler Bevington
Learn Portuguese while discovering its people, places and culture. In this course you will develop your Portuguese language skills
through hands-on practice by reading, writing, speaking, listening, playing games, and participating in a variety of activities. You will
learn about the Portuguese culture through music, film, literature, food and more. Not only will this class give you the opportunity to
learn a new language, but to dive into the Portuguese speaking culture.
Instructor(s):

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Effective Communication
Required Experience(s):
Traditional Disciplines:

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

World Language: Other

Do Bees Build it Best?
ER 55
D • 2nd 5 Weeks
Shooting Star
Instructor(s):
Karen Ikegami
Chris Anderson
What can bees teach us about geometry? Guided by the question “how do we measure and define geometric forms?” we will use
hands-on investigations to discover and describe important concepts in geometry such as measurement, area, volume, and the
relationships between them. As we build our knowledge of geometry and the skills necessary to communicate that knowledge, we
will evaluate the form and function of a bee’s honeycomb and answer the question: do bees build it best?

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Expanding Knowledge Base
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Math: Geometry

Human Canvas

ER 55
D • 2nd 5 Weeks
Chroma aka Lower
Cindy Elkins
Emily Colin
Why do people pierce, henna, paint, tattoo, brand, adorn their flesh? What is involved in becoming a professional body artist? How
have cultures from around the world included these acts in rituals and ceremonies over the last 2000 years? What does today's
society communicate by turning the body into a Human Canvas? This class will read the book "The Idiot's Guide to Tattooing",
research/investigate different cultures and unravel these questions. Caution content of this class gets graphic and is not for the weak
of stomach!
Instructor(s):

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Effective Communication
Required Experience(s): None

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Visual Art History: World
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School & Society

ER 55
D • 2nd 5 Weeks
Berta Guillen
Lan Dihn
What is the purpose of schooling? Why were people included or excluded from school at different points in time? Who should pay for
public education today? These are the questions we will be uncovering in this course. We will begin with the legacy of eugenic
policies in schools, their transformation in the time of Reagan and Bush Senior and the debate on school reform today. We will study
the role of the legislature and judicial braches of government in shaping schools however we will use our personal schooling
experience with some theory to help us create ideas on how to change our current educational system.
Instructor(s):

Power Standard Course: No
Distribution Requirement: Engaged Global Citizen
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Economics Government/Civics History: US

The Hero’s Journey
ER 55
D • 2nd 5 Weeks
Instructor(s):
Denise Lord
Anastacia Galloway
Michael Soguero
Zach Montez
Anastacia
Students will study
scienceGalloway
behind adolescent motivation and design a career fair for local 8th grade boys to be held in February
2012.

Power Standard Course: Yes Engaged Global Citizen
Distribution Requirement: Engaged Global Citizen
Required Experience(s):

Credit(s): 1

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Government/Civics Science: Biology
Power Standard will involve continued work at ER 56 Saturday Seminars and the career fair event. Both occur the trimester following the actual
course.

Wisdom of the Native Americans
ER 55
D • 2nd 5 Weeks
LRC (Sage)
Instructor(s):
John Guffey
Stephani Baker
In 1492 Columbus came ashore on “Turtle Island,” where he and his crew were helped by a people he described as “neither black
nor white . . . fairly tall, good looking and well proportioned.” These were but one of many different peoples populating what became
known as the Americas. The “Native Americans” had many different customs, but shared a common belief that it was better to live
with the earth than against it. Today we face the results of the European-American philosophy of dominating others and the earth,
and we are advised to restore balance on earth. Here we’ll look to the wisdom of Native Americans for guidance. We’ll start with an
Explore Week service-learning trip to Pine Ridge Reservation working with Native youth from the Shannon County Virtual School
and elders of the Lakota Tribe. Back at school we’ll study the relationship between Natives Americans and their invaders. We’ll
pursue the Engaged Global Citizen power standard, researching one or more global issues whose root cause and source of change
may be found in the relationships between people and the earth.
Power Standard Course: Yes Engaged Global Citizen
Distribution Requirement: Engaged Global Citizen
Required Experience(s): Service Project and Reflection

Credit(s): 1
Public Service Presentation

Credit(s):

Traditional Disciplines: Geography Government/Civics History: US
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